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. Prosecutor Petitions
simiss Black
ents’ Court Case

To
Stu

Marquelte: County Prosecutor

Edward A. Quinnell teday filed:

a petition in district court here
to  discontinue prosecution of
six black students at Northern
Michigan-University on grounds
of insufficient evidence.
Charged with’ having crcnled
a_disturbance in connection
with a sit-in on the campus
last” Dec. 17-18, -the students
were defendants in a' district
court trial that lasted five days

last h -
ast. month before being de ‘of these defendants beyond a

clared a- mistrial.

The 19-hour sit-in stemmed
from a protest over disciplinary
action recommended against a
black student who was accused
of L having a- woman in his
dormitory room after hours.
Jury Tampering Claimed

I'he student later was acquit-
ted in a hearing by the Stu-
dent-Faculty Judiciary, but
black students meanwhile oec-
cupied the office of Dr. Allan
L. Niemi, NMU, vice president
of student affairs, and aliegedly
held Niemi and damaged the
office and equipment.

The six defendants were Pat-

- rick Williams, Saginaw; Vernon
Smalls, Marquette; Loren Lob-
ban, New Rachelle, N.Y.; Chris-
topher Poole. Clarkston; David

Williams, Detroit, and Phillip
Harper, Inkster. >
Judge George "E. Hill de-

clared a mistrial after the fil-
ing of a joint stipulation by
Quinnell and J. Kent Bourland,
Hancock, defense attorney. The
stipulation claimed that the
“jury had been contacted “by a
person or persons and that the
identity- and motive of such
person or persons is unknown
-and that the impact, if any, of
these contacts is impossible to
ascertain.” The stipulation aiso
claimed that *‘the reporting of
this case in The Mining Journal

Young Man
Injured In
Car Crash

A young M}urmmtle man is
being treated at St. Luke's

2

has been inaccurate, inflamma-
tory, misleading, slanted, .un-
fair and incomplete.”
Five Reasons’ Given

Quinnell _listed five Treasons
for filing the petition, which,
il granted, would result in \:llh
missal of the case:

1, Testimony introduced dur-
ing_five days of trial . .
not as persuasive as originally
expected, such that the ability
of the pepple to_prove the guilt

reasonable. doubt is question-
able at best. There is no proof
available as to the identity of
the person or persons who were
personally responsible for the
damage which was shown;
proof which is available indi-
cates that these defendants did
not engage in destructive con-
duet.

42, To the best of your peti-
tioner's knowledge and belief,
there is no relevant testimony
available to the people beyvond
that which was introduced dur-
ing said trial.

**3. This petition has been
discusséd with the administra-
tion of the university, which
has no objection to ils being
granted.

‘4. The Black Students As-
sociation wrote to . Dr.  Niemi
on Jan. 16, 1970, expressly dis-
avowing any intent to do dam-
age or detain anyone and ex-
pressing concern over the un-
intended - events which gave
rise to the prosecution. In fact,
testimony introduced, - at the
trial showed conclusively that
these - defendants exerted a
calming “influence on the dem-
onstralors.- The Huran Rights
Commission of Northern Mich-
igan University has - recom-
mended to the administration
that all universily disciplinary
charges against these defen-
dants be dropped, in deference
to the human and academic
concerns for these six students.
The university has done so.

“5. ‘In view of all of the
foregoing considerations, = the
ends of justice do not req\me
further prosecution. .

A ruling on the petition by
Judge Hill is expected upon his
return to Marquette on May 17
from a vacation.
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Cecil Brown |
Dies At 67
In St."Ma'ry’ i

Cecil L. Brown, 67, 8 226
West Ohio St., Marquette, died
at 1:45 \1nndnv dfternoon in St
Mary's Hospital,. where he was
a patient for three weeks.

Born Aug. 26, 1902, in Van-,
dalia, 1,  Mr. Brown was;
|raised in North Dakota, where
| he ‘helped maintain the Stand-
(ing_Rock Soo Indian Reserva-
tion. He also taught school for
several years near Shields, N.D. |

Mr. Brown came to Marguette |
{after having . served averseas |
{during World War 1I. He was|
| an employec of Northland Mo- |
|tms Co. "and later hecanie a

il sdrvice employee at K. 1.
'?n\\\m Air Force Base, retlrmg
1 in August 1967.
4.521'\ ices On, Thursday I
1 Survivors =are his wife, Mar—
| garet L., Matqueite, and a son,!
ldrn C., l!t)u;’htun {

The body is in the Fassben-
d‘r Funeral Home,* where
friends may call from 7 to 9
| Wednesday evening. |
i es will be held at 11
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RUDY SEPPALA

R. J. Seppala
Officer Of
State Group

Rmh J.- Seppala, general |
agent for the Lutheran Brother-
hood Life Insurance Co.;, Ma
quette, has  been re-clee- bryyicdny morning in the funer- |
ed regional vice president off, 1"y with Rev., William |
the 4500omember \Ilchlganl(”ecr pastor of St.
State Association of-Life Under- '1_ copal  Church, - officiating.
writers. ! Burial will be in Park Ceme-|

The association is holding its | (e 1
annual convention in Traverse| _
City this week.

Began In 1955 : Try 0!"'

Seppala entercd the lifé in-

surance business in 1955 and | guara“teed
mothpr'uufmg

has completed training pro-
A
{ bl

grams offered by the Life 1n-
derwriter Tr'umn;, Couneil.

He is also a past president of
the Marquette Association 0[
Life Underwriters, has served |
as president of the \'-hnma:h
School PTA, and was secretary \ N
of Covington Township Schools
for six years.

He was president of (he Mar-
quette Senior High hclmnl PTA |
in the 1968-69 school year.

Seppala and his wife,
have four children,
Janice, Nancy and C:
family resides at 1511
AVEL T

The State Associ tmn of Llfe.
Underwriters and its 32 local |

=
associations  are affiliated w:th|f_’—._;§
=

Ruth, |

the 110,000-member  National
Association of Life Ln(‘]cl\\ut
ers, with headquarters in Wash- |
ington, D. C |
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Great styles . . . great low

price. Cotton poplin never -

needs ironing ! Patterns,
solids in misses’ SM,L.
Lingerie Department. :

Save25%on corehis
leisure fashion shifts

' 8388

SAVE NOW.. .iVERYDAYI

REGULARLY $5

& |

-$25 -wig with carrying

case and head-form

“Carefree” stretch wig, with
top curls, soft bangs, tapered
back. Modacrylic, In colors,-
" frosteds.With case,head-form!
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